Letting the 67’0!56
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Self-taught painter continues family
legacy, creates artistic future
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ryan Bromstrup's carceras an
artist did pot stast in = traditional
way. He did not attend art school,
nordid he train in his craft since
childbood. His foray inzo painting beygan
as part of a family wradition, and after
watching a few episodes of Bob Ross’ “Joy
of Painling." Five vears and 135 pleces kater,
the rest is history.

Eromstrup admits the painting gene is,
quite literzlly, in his hleod, His great grand-
mother was
an artist, and
lazer taughs
his mother
Lo painl.
Additionally,
his grandfa-
therookup
oil painting
after retire
mcnt.

et jusL
becase
X paintingis
Bryan Bromstrup paints . wpynily
awide variety of subjects husiness,”
ranging from landscapes Brom <m:1p
toanimals to pop-culture 4 uol
related picces,

anticipale he
woxild follow
sult. His journey began in December 2012
when his mother encouraged him o try his
hanct at painting.

“She gave me some art supplies, which
satinche corner of a room forabout 3
month because Twastoo scarcd 1o oyit,”
Bromstrup said, “Then one day I walched a
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cach month, He enjoys J'*
peacefulness inthe paint
pn«.\:f& .and the ability t

inthe work.
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Inspiration from
the everyday

While painting has beena
i wleavor for Bron

from pop
observin ing Lhings
me from

culture paintin
of art thatwas inspired by
the “Wizzard of Oz" and Pink

mavies Dave
I 'Tn ~ BX Q!

paint

Bryan Bromstrup typically
paints in his basement stu
dio while listening to music.
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of work.

Hewas recently inspired o finish a painting
his late grandfather started. “T found one of my
grandfather’s paintings thar was draped onam
easel, but it wasn't finished,” Bromstrup said,
*“Tfound the original inspiration for the arcand
finished the painting forhim " He then gave the
collsborative work 1o his grandfather ac this
retirement home before he passed away,

Painting beyond Indiana

Forthe first year of Bromstrup’s painting, his
work was mainly kept on display ar home, and
for family and fricnds. In the beginning of 2014,
however, be made a goal to expand the reach of
hisart.
Earlyin his peinring years, he started fol-
lowing the Creative Action Network (CAN), 2
community of artists and advecates who run
crowd-sourced campeigns around canses, CAN
posted a call for submissions s parc of a project
o commemorate the cenrennial anniversary of
the National Parks Association,
“I have always loved traveling and specifical-
ly visiting the National Parks " he said. *While
reading National Parks Magazine, [ came across
anarticle for the ‘See America Poster Project’and  Badlands National Parkin South Dakota. InMay  Companyto provide the artwork for a limit-
immediare wanred 1o be involved ™ 2017, as partof the “See America™ National Parks  ed-editlon set of candles. His Badlands art was
Bromstrup submitted his painting of the pruject, CAN partnered with Yankee Candle accepted and is now depicred as art on a Yankee
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Candle. Bryan Bromstrup’s painting of the
1o was also fearured &= artist number 310 Badlands National Park was featured
another CAN poster collection entitled “What ona label for a Yankee Candle.
Makes Americs Greatr.” His piece, #ntitled “Briv-
ery - Makes America Great,  was archivedinthe aloag with 24 other sculprures through
Library of Congress’ Poster Collection this year. our Terre Haute in the spring.
For the 20oth running of the Indianapolis 500

in May of 2016, Bromstrup was Jucky cnoughto What the future holds

have & signalurc phece recognized inan exhibit While many artists chose to coatinue

called *Fast Forward, Look Buck: Celebrating the thseir creative paths in the area inwhich they've

Indianapolis seo Through Ar™ at the ST Art alwarys practiced, Bromstrup sCCsa new way tobe

Galleryin Indizsapolis artistic in today’s changing workd of rechnology.
Bromstrup also began displaying hisart Lic is exploring apps and digital platforms ton

locally in Torre Hlaute, His pieccsane fesruredat  hance hiswork, ina processhecalls “awresOmiz-

the Arcs Tliana gallery, where he also serves on ing” are. This may include scanoing a photo of his

the board of directors. He was hired by Sycamore oil painting into i phone 2pp and adding text and

Engineeringto design theart for their &-foot shading to give ftan entircly new leok.

Coke bortle sculprure. This will be displayed \While it's been several years since he first put
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paint to canvas, Bromstrup has no intention of
slowing down his art, “T've learned something
pew from every paintng Thave cver done," e
said. “AsTgetolden T find the artist in me has
come Lo the forelronr, expanding the simple
things T always did into pieces of art. Tnthe real
world, T am very process-and derail-oriented. So
when [t comes Lo being creative, 1 look bevond
the how 10 do it and enjoy the process of just
letting the brush work its magic."
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